




United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS-SB-13B0313-13TA0380 

Mr. Leslie T. Rogers 
Regional Administrator 
Federal Transit Authority 
201 Mission Street, Suite 1650 

Ecological Services 
Palm Springs Fish and Wildlife Office 

777 East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Suite 208 
Palm Springs, California 92262 

San Francisco, California 94105-1839 

Attention: Hymie Luden, City and Regional Planner 

AUG - 9 2013 

Subject: Formal Section 7 Consultation for Least Bell's Vireo and Santa Ana River Woolly­
star for the Redlands Passenger Rail Project, San Bernardino County, California 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 

This letter acknowledges the receipt of your letter dated May 1,2013, received by the Palm 
Springs Fish and Wildlife Office on May 6, 2013, requesting initiation of formal section 7 
consultation to address impacts from the Redlands Passenger Rail Project (Project) under the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). You have determined 
that the Project may affect, and is likely to adversely affect, the federally endangered least Bell's 
vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus, vireo) and Santa Ana River woolly-star (Eriastrum densifolium 
subsp. Sanctorum, woolly-star). 

We received the draft biological technical report from HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) on 
May 28,2013, and although comprehensive, it did not contain all the information needed to 
initiate formal consultation as outlined in the regulations governing interagency consultations 
(50 CFR §402.l4). A site visit at the Project location was conducted on July 15,2013, attended 
by the u.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), California Department ofFish and Wildlife, and 
a Project representative from HDR, during which we discussed additional information necessary 
for the Service to initiate consultation. In order to complete the initiation package, we request 
the following information: 

• A finalized biological technical report with the selected project design alternative and 
corresponding footprint acreage; 

• A biological assessment identifying the listed species and critical habitat that may be 
present in the action area and an evaluation of project related direct and indirect effects to 
those species andlor critical habitat. The assessment of impacts should include a 
quantification of permanent and temporary impacts to woolly-star, vireo and designated 
vireo critical habitat and the permanent and temporary effects of project related noise to 
VIreo; 
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• An assessment of potential impacts associated with the proposed diversion of the Santa 
Ana River away from the construction area and a detailed description of the method 
selected to accomplish the diversion. The assessment should include a hydrological 
analysis of the proposed diversion and any potential impacts to Santa Ana sucker critical 
habitat (i.e., changes to downstream movement of sand gravels or cobbles); 

• A description of any minimization or avoidance measures to be implemented the benefit 
of woolly-star (e.g., seed collection prior to construction and active restoration following 
construction); 

• A description of measures addressing the restoration/rehabilitation activities to be 
completed to minimize temporary and permanent impacts to vireo habitat, including 
proposed methodology, schedule for restoration activities, success criteria, and schedules 
for protocol presence/absence surveys in the restored areas following restoration. The 
restoration /rehabilitation measures can be provided separately in a draft Habitat 
Management Plan (HMP) or included in the biological assessment described above; and, 

• A concurrence letter from U.S. Army Corps of Engineers confirming the Federal Transit 
Authority's designation as lead Federal agency for the section 7 consultation. 

We will initiate formal consultation for the proposed Project after receiving the aforementioned 
information. Once we receive and review all the requested information, we will notify you of an 
estimated date by which we expect to complete the biological opinion. If you have any questions 
regarding this consultation or the consultation process in general, please contact William O'Neill 
of this office at 760-322-2070, extension 204. 

Sincerely, 

hennon A. Corey 
If Assistant Field Supervisor 

cc: 
Adam Klein, Environmental Specialist, Federal Transit Authority 
Clint Meyer, Senior Environmental Planner, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
Shannon Pankratz, Regulatory Specialist, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS-SB-13B0313-14TA0145 

Mr. Leslie T. Rogers 
Regional Administrator 

Ecological Services 
Palm Springs Fish and Wildlife Office 

777 East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Suite 208 
Palm Springs, California 92262 

Federal Transit Administration 
201 Mission Street, Suite 1650 
San Francisco, CA 94105-1839 

Attention: Ms. Dominique Paukowits, FT A Community Planner 

JAN 3 1 2014 

Subject: Initiation of Forinal Section 7 Consultation for least Bell's vireo and Santa Ana 
woolly-star for The Redlands Passenger Rail Project, San Bernardino County, 
California 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 

This letter acknowledges the receipt of your letter dated December 12, 2013, received by the 
Palm Springs Fish and Wildlife Office on Dec. 16, 2013, re-requesting initiation of formal 
section 7 under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). The 
consultation concerns the possible effects of the construction, operations and maintenance of the 
Redlands Passenger Rail Project (Project) on the federally endangered least Bell's vireo (Vireo 
bellii pusillus) and the Santa Ana woolly-star (Eriastrium densifolium ssp sanctorum). 

On May 6, 2013, the Palm Springs Fish and Wildlife Office received your initial letter requesting 
section 7 consultation. Following a Project site visit on July 15, 2013, with the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (Service}, HDR, Inc., San Bernardino Associated Governments (SANBAG}, 
and California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW}, issues were discovered that needed to 
be addressed prior to the Service initiating consultation. On August 9, 2013, the Service 
responded to your letter requesting additional information to complete the Section 7 initiation 
package for the Project. On January 7, 2014, the updated biological assessment was received by 
the Service. 

Sufficient information to initiate consultation was contained in the documents provided or is 
otherwise accessible for our consideration and reference, therefore consultation was initiated on 
January 7, 2014. Section 7 of the Act allows us up to 90 days to conclude formal consultation 
with your agency and an additional 45 days to prepare our biological opinion (unless we 
mutually agree to an extension). We expect to issue the biological opinion on or before May 22, 
2014. Please refer to file number FWS-SB-13B0313-14F0146 in any future correspondence for 
this consultation. 
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Although we have adequate information to initiate formal consultation, we may request 
clarification of project details during the consultation period. Please note that after initiation of 
formal consultation, the Act requires that the Federal action agency make no irreversible or 
irretrievable commitment of resources that limits future options. This practice ensures that 
agency actions do not preclude the formulation or implementation of reasonable and prudent 
alternatives that avoid jeopardizing the continued existence of endangered or threatened species 
or destroying or modifying their critical habitat. 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this proposed action. If you have questions, 
please contact William O'Neill of this office at 760-322-2070, extension 204. 

cc: 
Clint Meyer, HDR Inc 
Kim Freeburn, CDFW 
Mitch Alderman, SANBAG 
Justin Fomelli, SANBAG 

Sincerely, 

A / . -------
' 

----:.'.·~.;'.:;;;::: .C.:-C"·'';:""·-

~efirio~ A. Corey 
Assistant Field Supervisor 
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