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» SANBAG Employees receive Service Awards

(I-r) SANBAG Past President Larry McCallon, Mayor of Highland, pre-

sents five-year service awards to: Garry Cohoe, Director of Project
Delivery; Tricia Almiron, Legislative Analyst; and Philip Chu, Transpor-
tation Programming Analyst.

SANBAG BOARD BRIEFS:

» Measure | Sales Tax Receipts Increasing

Sales tax revenue collections for Measure |, the half-cent sales tax
for transportation, showed increases during the first two quarters of
this Fiscal Year 2012-2013. The first quarter (July-Sep.) increased
by 10.48% from the previous year, and the second quarter (Oct.-
Dec.) increased by 4.56% over the same period one year earlier.
The first quarter took in $34.3 million, while the second quarter took
in $35.1 million. SANBAG estimated Measure | will bring in $122
million for transportation projects during all four quarters this year.

» Pedestrian/Bicycle, Transit Stop Funding Offered
SANBAG released a “Call for Projects” per the Transportation De-
velopment Act (TDA). A total of $3.8 million will be available in the
areas of: Pedestrian/Bicycle Facility Projects (80%); and Transit
Stop Access Improvement Projects (20%). Project applications are
due by May 8, 2013. For more details, please check the SANBAG
March Agenda ltem # 10 (link above) or call Tim Byrne, Chief of
Planning, at 909.884.8276 or email tbyrne@sanbag.ca.gov.

www.sanbag.ca.gov

» Funding approved for projects in

Mountain/Desert Region

SANBAG approved several Construction Funding
Agreements through the Major Local Highway
Program and Proposition 1B State Local Partner-
ship Program for projects in the Mountain/Desert
Region to finalize allocations that have occurred
in the Region over the past five months. All of
these projects have received Proposition 1B allo-
cations from the California Transportation Com-
mission and will be moving forward to construc-
tion soon.

In the Morongo Basin subareaq, the City of Twen-
tynine Palms received $600,000 for construction
of National Park Drive and $300,000 for con-
struction of improvements on State Route 62 be-
tween Canyon Road and Sunrise Road. The
Town of Yucca Valley received $858,000 for
State Route 62, Apache Trail to Palm Avenue
Project, and $868,000 for State Route 62,
LaHonda Way to Dumosa Avenue Project.

In the Mountains subarea, the City of Big Bear
Lake received $2,400,000 for the Village L
Street Improvement Project. Additionally, the
County of San Bernardino received an allocation
of $1,301,774 from the California Transporta-
tion Commission for Maple Lane near the City of
Big Bear Lake.
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General Policy Comm.
Board Study Session
Commuter Rail / Transit
Mountain/Desert

UPCOMING EVENTS

MAR 21-22 29%th Annual City-County Conference

JUN 20 SANBAG's 3rd Annual General
Assembly, 6:00 pm, Ontario
Convention Center
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» SANBAG Advocates for Federal Funding
on Trip to Washington, D. C.

SANBAG's Legislative Advocacy team

traveled to Washington D. C. dur-

ing the first week of March and

met with San Bernardino County’s

Delegation and other Members,

key Administration Officials,

and transportation committee

staff to advocate for goods movement, reauthorization of

the next transportation bill, project streamlining, and ex-
pansion of innovative project delivery mechanisms.

While in D. C., SANBAG’s Executive Director also partici-
pated in the Mobility 21 advocacy efforts. Southern Cal-
ifornia’s leading transportation and business stakeholders
joined together to promote increasing federal funding for
transportation and innovative tools to maximize local in-
vestment in infrastructure. In addition to advocating for
federal transportation funding, trip participants support-
ed the effort to stretch local tax dollars further through
reducing red tape and non-traditional project delivery
methods, including public-private partnerships and design
-build.

» Iron Horse Café opens in Santa Fe Depot

The lobby of the historic Santa Fe Depot at 1170 W. 3rd
St., San Bernardino, has come alive with the opening of the
new “lron Horse Café.” The café counter was once the
passenger Ticket Office for the Santa Fe-Union Pacific Rail-
road. Large iron railroad locomotives were once called
iron horses, thus the clever name for the café. The menu at
the café is also clever in its naming of sandwiches, such as
Conductor, Commuter, Coal Car, Handcar, Engineer, Porter,
Harvey Girl, and the Choo Choo. The café also offers a
variety of salads, soup, pastries, and coffee. The depot is
home to SANBAG offices on the second floor.
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» SANBAG approves financing program
for Solar and Home Improvement Products

The SANBAG Board conducted
a public hearing to consider
resolutions related to the for-
mation, financing, and judicial

validation of a Property As- E EH

sessed Clean Energy (PACE)

Program in San Bernardino County. It will be called the
HERO Program, or Home Energy Renovation Opportuni-
ty. The HERO Program allows SANBAG and an interest-
ed property owner to enter into a contractual agree-
ment to finance the installation of eligible renewable
energy, energy efficiency, or water efficiency improve-
ments that are permanently fixed to the property.

SANBAG loans the property owner the funds, which are
repaid through an assessment on the owner’s property
tax bill, typically over a 20 year period. SANBAG gets
the funds to loan by selling bonds to private investors;
$200 million has already been committed from private
investors for the program. HERO Financing is low cost
with a fixed interest rate for a broad range of energy
and water efficient products and renewable energy
systems. Low-cost financing will be available to home-
owners in cities participating in the program within San
Bernardino County. Program features include:

No credit score requirements

Low, fixed payments

More than 150,000 eligible products
Payments are included in property taxes
Interest is tax-deductible

The HERO Program will be available to both residential
and commercial property owners. To qualify, property
owners must be current on their property taxes, be cur-
rent on their mortgage, and have at least 10% equity in
the property. The program is expected to be available
to property owners beginning July 201 3.

For more information on the HERO
Program, please contact:

Duane Baker, SANBAG
Director of Management Services
dbaker@sanbag.ca.gov

Or go to the HERO website at: www.herofinancing.com
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