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SANBAG BOARD BRIEFS:

» Ontario Airport Rail Access Study

The Ontario International Airport (ONT) does not currently have com-
muter rail access. Since the airport is close to major rail infrastruc-
ture, a passenger rail connection to the airport is feasible and would
be a benefit to the traveling public, Metrolink, airport development,
transit-oriented development around bus stations, and the overall
local economies. SANBAG's long-term goal is to develop better con-
nectivity between various transportation modes. The Board will re-
lease a Request for Proposal to conduct an airport rail access study.

» Local Stimulus Program nearing completion

In 2009, SANBAG created a $31.4 million Local Stimulus Program
after SANBAG received federal stimulus funds for other major pro-
jects. Funds from the local stimulus program were distributed to juris-
dictions based on a per capita basis and were to be used for local
transportation projects. To date, all that remains in the fund is $2.8
million. The program will close out on March 31, 2013.

» Legislative Advocacy Group goes to Washington
The Board received an update from its Federal Advocate regarding
current and pending policy actions in Washington, D.C. SANBAG
has planned an advocacy trip in March to highlight the agency’s pri-
orities, including goods movement, the next surface transportation
bill, project delivery tools and streamlining efforts, and multi-modal
connections. The group is expected to meet with Legislators from this
area, key members and staff from the House Transportation and
Infrastructure  Committee, Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee, Federal Highway Administration, and the Federal Trans-
it Administration.

» Community Advisory Groups start in February

Community Advisory Groups (CAGs) will begin meeting in February
to study various alternatives to improving the 1-10 and 1-15 Corri-
dors through the county. SANBAG is conducting numerous studies to
determine whether to add one HOV (High Occupancy Vehicle/
Carpool) Lane or two Express Lanes on these corridors. The general
public is welcome to attend one of the CAG meetings to be held in
the East Valley, West Valley, and Victorville. For information, email
Public Information Officer Jane Dreher: jdreher@sanbag.ca.gov

www.sanbag.ca.gov

COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS (COG)

» Update on COG activities

In 2012, the SANBAG Board of Directors
made it a priority to enhance its role as a
Council of Governments (COG). Some of the
current COG functions include: intergovern-
mental coordination; Board discussion of re-
gional issues; Countywide Vision planning; City
-County Conference; City/County Manager’s
Technical Advisory Committee; Inland Empire
Economic Quarterly Report; San Bernardino
County Indicators Report; growth forecasting;
development tracking; air quality=planning;
growth mitigation for congestion management;
housing policy (Regional Housing Needs As-
sessment); ‘endangered. species and environ-
mental mitigation; data and GIS mapping;
Greenhouse Gas Inventory (Sustainable Com-
munities Strategy); house/foreclosure preven-
tion; energy conservation (PACE Program);
Joint Solar Power purchase agreement; and
traffic modeling. Some of the new COG initi-
atives include: Countywide Vision Work Pro-
gram (Education Forum, Business-Friendly Re-
gion, Countywide Planning Effort); regional
forums; air quality improvements; and an Ener-
gy Leader Program. These tasks are wide-
ranging. For a description of each program,

please go to the agenda link (listed above).

FEBRUARY 2013

9:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
9:30 am

General Policy Comm.
Board Study Session
Commuter Rail / Transit
Mountain/Desert

FEB 19, 20, 21

Community Advisory Groups
I -10/1-15 Corridor Studies
(see article left for more information)
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San Bernardino Associated Govern-
ments Board President Janice Ruther-
ford and Vice President Mike Leon-
ard were joined by federal, state
and local elected officials, City of
Hesperia staff, and members of the
general public on a brisk January
morning in the High Desert to cele-
brate the start of the Interstate 15
Ranchero Road Interchange Project.

This $59 million project is located in
the City of Hesperia, California and
will connect Mariposa Road and Ca-
liente Road to Interstate 15 with a full
-service interchange. Ranchero Road
will consist of three through lanes in
each direction along with additional
turn lanes at the freeway ramp con-
nections and intersections with two
realigned frontage roads. The project
will also include utility relocations,
flood control improvements, traffic
signal and ramp metering, grading,
drainage modifications, signing and
striping, traffic handling, and re-
placement planting.

Once complete, the project will fea-
ture the following benefits to both the
community and commuters:

¢ Improved access to/from I-15

¢ Enhanced operation of the freeway

¢ Reduced travel time for commuters

¢ Enhanced safety on local streets

¢ Encourage future development

Pre-Stage Construction
Stage 1a

Stage 1b

Stage 2a

Stage 2b MM

HESPERIA, CA

Top view map of the project area depicting possible staging plans for construction.

The celebration on January 11th
marked the beginning of a two-year
construction effort that complements
another significant City of Hesperia
endeavor, The Ranchero Road Un-
derpass Project. Together, these two
major transportation improvements
will give community members from
the eastern portion of the region an-
other east/west alternative to access
the freeway. In addition, Main Street
to the north of Ranchero will be re-
lieved from the heavy traffic volumes
experienced during peak travel
times in and out of Hesperia.

Crews have started clearing the
overall construction zone for the in-
terchange, serving as a reminder
that motorists should use extreme
caution when driving through the ar-
ea. Changing conditions, large piec-
es of construction equipment, and
periodic closures and detours are all
going to be present during the 24
months of construction.

Information about the project can be
found on the SANBAG website. Peo-
ple interested in receiving updates
can sign up for email alerts via the
project page.
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