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Heroes to Careers Summit highlights Natural Gas Fueling Stations open

. SANBAG was instrumental in obtaining a Federal
opportunlty for Veterans and Employers Department of Energy American Recovery and Rein-

SANBAG partnered with Congressman Paul Cook’s office, the County vestment Act grant and a California Energy Commis-
Department of Veterans Affairs, and the Inland Strategies Group to sion grant, both totaling $19.3 million, to help fund the
host the first Heroes to Careers Summit. The Summit took place at construction of two compressed and liquefied natural
Victor Valley College in the High Desert on July 26th, where stakehold- gas (CNG/LNG) fueling stations, convert 202 Ryder
ers discussed educational programs available for veterans and employ-
ee hiring incentive programs offered for local businesses. Panelists
also discussed training opportunities and potential collaboration

trucks from diesel to natural gas, modify facilities, and
educate the public. In July, two new facilities, located
in Fontana and Orange, CA, were dedicated. Ryder and

efforts for the future. In closing, Congressman Cook gave an overview Mobile Source Air Polluton Reduction Review
of current federal issues related to veterans. In the future, SANBAG Committee (MSRC) also contributed funds toward the
will continue to look for ways to provide opportunities to our veterans $43 million projects. This is a demonstration of a public

transitioning from active duty to civilian life, in recognition of their

-private partnership that benefits the region by
service to our country.

reducing emissions through the use of cleaner fuels.
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La Mesa/Nisqualli Interchange set to open

The Interstate 15 La Mesa/Nisqualli Interchange is wrapping up the
final stage of construction as crews prepare for its opening. A public
ceremony is scheduled for August 23rd (see listing below), giving the
citizens of Victorville the opportunity to join elected officials and
project team members in the dedication of this new east/west alterna-
tive in the High Desert. Following the event, dignitaries will lead a
procession over the new bridge, marking the first time traffic can cross
Interstate 15 at this location. The on/off ramps will open a few days
later, as crews complete freeway striping, signal operations, and
conduct final safety reviews. Visit SANBAG’s website for more details.

(I-r) Ryder CEO Robert Sanchez, MSRC Board Member Larry
McCallon, and SANBAG President Bill Jahn open the new
Ryder natural gas fueling facility in Fontana.
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Historic Colton Crossing nears completion

After 130 years of two major railroads stopping

at a joint crossing in south Colton to let one General Policy 9:00 am
another pass through, the newly-constructed Metro Valle): Study. 9:00 am
Colton Crossing Rail-to-Rail Grade Separation Commutfer RailTransit 10:00 am
will open to trains in late August. The east/west Mountain/Desert 9:30 am

Union Pacific Railroad tracks were raised to pass UPCOMING EVENTS
over the north/south BNSF Railroad tracks. This
will alleviate the congestion at the crossing,
which accommodates more than 100 trains daily. Long trains coming in
from four different directions will no longer have to wait and idle their
engines, thus improving air quality. The crossing will reduce long waits
for public vehicles sitting at railroad crossings up to a mile in any direc-
tion. A public celebration will be held on August 28th (see right).

Rail-to-Rail Grade
Separation Project

I-15/LaMesa-Nisqualli  1:30 pm
Interchange Dedication,
Victorville

Colton Crossing Rail- 10:00 am
to-Rail Grade Separation
Dedication, Colton
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San Bernardino Transit Center to connect multiple public transportation modes

Connectivity is a vital component of a
comprehensive  public  transportation
system in San Bernardino County. As
SANBAG plans to meet future transporta-
tion needs, providing connections
between all these modes is critical. In the
coming years, SANBAG will bring more
options and opportunities for residents in
San Bernardino County to connect to
public transportation in an effort to take
more vehicles off of the road.

A major part of this effort will be the new
San Bernardino Transit Center located at
Rialto and “E” Street in downtown San
Bernardino. The Center will begin con-

San Bernardino
Trans:t Center

struction in early 2014 and will provide a
central point for connecting to:

®  Omnitrans bus service in the Valley
and other regional bus/van pools;

®  New sbX Bus Rapid Transit line, a 15.7
mile corridor running from California
State University San Bernardino to
Loma Linda University Hospital;

®  Metrolink Commuter Rail service as it
extends from the historic Santa Fe
Depot one mile east to the new
Transit Center; and

m  Redlands Passenger Rail Project will
run from San Bernardino nine miles
east to the University of Redlands.
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Omnitrans
Transit
Center
Buildin

The Center will include a transit station
building with public restrooms and
meeting rooms, a bike station with secure
bike parking, food trucks, bike and pedes-
trian paths, public art, and street improve-
ments. The combination of the Metrolink
extension and the Center will mean bus
passengers can connect to almost any
destination in  Southern  California.
Conversely, rail passengers can connect via
transit to locations throughout the county.

Down the line, the Center may also spur
additional transit-oriented development in

the downtown area, resulting in a
walkable, mixed-use, vibrant community.
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METROLINK TRAINS

Downtown San Bernardino Metrolink Station

This shows a collage of views of the future Transit Center at Rialto and “E” Street in San Bernardino. Construction will start in early 2014 on the
Center, which will feature 22 Omnitrans Bus bays, a Metrolink Commuter Rail boarding station, and sbX Bus Rapid Transit connections. Bus services
from the High Desert, Mountains, and Morongo Basin regions will also stop here to provide additional connectivity.
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