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SoCal Wildfires Hit
Close to Home

Construction Crews Approach New
Stage in 5th Street Bridge Project

American
+ Red Cross

The American Red Cross was
one of many coordinators at a
San Bernardino evacuee center

For more than a week, firefighters have been
battling fires that sprouted in Southern California.

Two of the more than |0 wildfires originated in
the San Bernardino mountains, reminding many of
the OId Fire that took nearly 1,000 homes in
2003.

The Slide and Grass Valley fires have destroyed
more than 350 homes and burned nearly 15,000
acres.

San Bernardino public agencies sprang into action.
More than 1,300 firefighters fought the blaze,
transportation agencies worked to keep roads
open, and the American Red Cross offered
support to evacuees.

A big thanks goes out to all of these agencies
along with everyone who helped at the National
Orange Show Fairgrounds, the largest evacuee
center in San Bernardino.

For many, the rebuilding process will be a long
road. Through this tragedy, community support
has been strong and the families affected will
continue to receive help.

Project Questions?

For questions or to request R
a presentation about the A
widening of Interstate 215, %ﬁ:_ W
call the toll-free helpline,

A NEW SPIN ON YOUR DRIVE|

\ 1-877-215-NEWS. mwnuy

This month marked major
advancements in the 5th Street
bridge project.

Construction crews completed the |
concrete deck pours and finished
taking down the wooden falsework.
The decks were completed in
October, clearing the way for
November’s construction plans.

. . During October, construction crews removed the
In the coming weeks, crews will wooden falsework from the 5th Street bridge.

be preparing to assemble the

approaches, which are streets connecting the bridge ramps. In addition,
San Bernardino residents can expect to see crews on H Street as further
gutter work is needed.

Street improvements at 5th, H, and | Streets will continue in November
and the coming months, with freeway and street closures issued as
necessary.

Construction Between Orange Show and
Rialto Avenue Set to Start Early 2008!

The second section of the I-215 widening project is set to start
construction early next year! Caltrans will serve as the lead agency for
the construction project that spans from Orange Show Road to Rialto
Avenue.

In addition to widening the lanes of |-215 from three lanes to five lanes
on each side of the freeway, the project includes the addition of new
bridges at Inland Center Drive and Mill Street, and updates to the
existing bridges over Warm Creek and Lytle Creek.

The apparent low bidder is MCM Construction, a company located in
Sacramento specializing in heavy highway and bridge construction. MCM
has built more than 1,000 bridges, making them the state’s leading
bridge contractor. Caltrans expects to award the contract in November
and work to begin in the new year.

Expected completion date for this portion of the project is Spring 201 1.

The I-215 widening project is a partnership between San Bernardino Associated Governments, the California Department of
Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration and the City of San Bernardino.
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