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Caltrans Clears the
Way for Phase 2

Old 5th Street Bridge Comes Down —
New 5th Street Bridge Goes Up!

Construction crews
work near the Inland
Center Mall during
Phase 2.

During the month of February, Caltrans
continued work on the I-215 Widening Project
between Orange Show Road and Rialto Avenue.

Initial work on Phase 2 included clearing brush
and trees to make way for the contractor’s
equipment. The most recent work included
asphalt grinding, paving and installation of
temporary construction fencing along the
northeast side of the I-215.

To minimize any inconvenience to motorists,
work will be conducted behind concrete
barriers during the day or at nighttime when
lane closures are necessary. Caltrans asks that
motorists please be aware of the construction
area and always make a point to SLOW FOR
THE CONE ZONE.

Caltrans continues to hold monthly meetings
with local merchants to discuss the construction
throughout Phase 2. This forum provides
information of upcoming construction schedules
to local merchants. Meetings are held on the
third Thursday of every month at 9 a.m. at the
Orange Show Fairgrounds, Gate 9.

For planned lane and ramp closures within Phase
2 please go to www.caltrans8.info.

(o - .« )
Project Questlons?
For questions or to request

a presentation about the @
widening of Interstate 215, o

call the toll-free helpline,

Exactly one year into construction, crews
completed demolishing the old 5th Street
bridge. With traffic now diverted to the new ¢
bridge, the demolition was the focus of a
commemorative event on February |, where
attendees received a souvenir piece of the
old bridge to take home!

Elected officials including Mayor Pat Morris,
Senator Gloria Negrete MclLeod, Officials gather to commemorate
Councilmembers Esther Estrada and Dennis e 0ld 5th Street bridge.

Baxter, Assemblywoman Wilmer Amina Carter and Supervisor Josie
Gonzales along with local business owners, were able to view the new
sidewalk and partially demolished bridge. Mayor Morris was eager to help
with the demolition process as he carried his sledgehammer on his shoulder!

“The new bridge is a doorway to our city,” said Mayor Morris. “This is not
bye-bye bridge, it’s hello new Downtown.”

To build the new bridge, pile driving operations will begin
and are expected to take a total of six weeks. Crews will
pound large steel piles into the ground to help support the
bridge columns and bridge ends. During construction,
residents, businesses and motorists can expect loud,
repetitive noises.

Souvenir bridge Street improvements at 5th, H, and ] Streets will continue

pieces were given  jn March and the coming months, with freeway and street
to event attendees. .
closures issued as necessary.

SANBAG and Caltrans Team Up with
Reading Buddies for Safety Message

SANBAG and Caltrans have partnered with the San Bernardino County
Superintendent of Schools’ Reading Buddies Program, a countywide effort
designed to promote literacy, to visit after-school programs throughout the
school district and discuss safety near construction zones.

The team will be reading to Rio Vista and Lytle Creek Elementary Schools
at the end of February and beginning of March. The featured book will be
Good Driving, Amelia Bedelia, the tale of a literal-minded woman who always
manages to find trouble. Children will meet Caltrans mascot Cone Kid and
receive safety brochures, activity booklets and “Do the Write Thing”
pencils and erasers.

THROUGH SAN BERNARDING
\I 877-215-NEWS. ) To schedule a reading at your elementary school, please call the I-215
_ construction helpline at 1-877-215-NEWS.
The I-215 widening project is a partnership among San Bernardino Associated Governments, SANBAG

Gt the California Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration and the City of San Bernardino.
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