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Funding Our Nation’s Infrastructure 
 
With only 18 months remaining in Map-21, the time to start developing the next federal  transportation bill is 
now. A long-term, fully funded transportation bill will provide the economic stimulus needed to jump start the 
still lagging economy and provide infrastructure agencies with the stability needed to invest in the                
development of multi-year projects.  It is essential that the next transportation bill take into account the    
long-term planning needs for major infrastructure projects by providing a funding and policy structure of at 
least five to six years.  In addition, by providing innovative financing mechanisms through low-cost loans and      

government-backed bonds, Congress can help leverage local and state 
funds to deliver more projects to the nation’s commuters faster and 

more   efficiently.  

Jobs 
Riverside and San Bernardino Counties’ combined  unemployment 
rate still persists at 10.9% (December 2012), higher than the 
state’s average of 9.8% and well above the national average of 
7.8%.  Some areas of our region are still seeing unemployment 
rates over 20%.  San Bernardino County alone has an                  
unemployment rate of 14.1%, the second highest among U.S. 
metropolitan areas more than one million people. 
 
There is no more efficient way to get our nation back to work, 
grow our economy, and deliver the much-needed mobility        
projects to the nation than to have a long-term, fully funded    
federal transportation program following or extending from    
Map-21.  We have seen that every $1 billion invested in          
transportation infrastructure yields 18,000 jobs. If Map-21’s      
investments are expected to yield 1.89 million jobs annually      
nationwide, a longer term transportation bill can deliver even 
more quality jobs to spur economic growth. 

Innovation for the Future 
 
Public-Private Partnerships (P3s) can help leverage new and existing funding 
sources for infrastructure projects and deliver projects in a more efficient 
manner.  As traditional funding sources become increasingly scarce, it is      
important for Congress to provide the flexibility for state and local agencies 
to generate new revenue sources, develop creative partnerships, and deliver 
projects utilizing alternative project  delivery mechanisms. 
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The San Bernardino Associated Governments (SANBAG) is the Council of Governments and Transportation Authority for San Bernardino County, holding the responsibility for regional planning and the                
development of an effective multi-modal transportation system to serve the two million residents living in our 24 cities and the county.  San Bernardino County is located in Southern California and is the largest 
geographic county in the contiguous United States, spanning 20,160 miles.  SANBAG is funded through a variety of federal, state and local funding sources, including Measure I – our local 1/2 cent sales tax     
measure for transportation.  Since 1990, San Bernardino County voters have taxed themselves in order to deliver nearly $2 billion in critical transportation projects to the region.  Measure I, extended to 2040, is 
projected to bring another $4.5 billion to the region for multi-modal improvements to our transportation infrastructure. 

Source of SANBAG funding for FY 12/13 

Estimates show that SANBAG projects put 

more than 10,000 people to work annually 

through an aggressive Capital Improvement 

Program.  A federal investment that        

complements our Self-Help contribution can 

help put even more Americans back to work. 

Reducing Barriers to Delivery 
 
The next surface transportation bill should continue to 
build on the successes of Map-21 streamlining efforts 
and support additional improvements to project  delivery 
mechanisms. The further implementation of streamlining 
measures, such as those resulting from the Breaking 
Down Barriers report developed by the Orange County      
Transportation Authority, can help bring relief to our 
transportation systems faster, while still providing critical 
safety and environmental oversight. 


