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THE 2011 STATE LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

State Legislative Program 
    State funding for transportation          
infrastructure and maintenance continues to 
be debated in the State’s budget process.  
An added complexity to this year’s budget     
debate is the implementation of initiatives 
passed by voters last year - Proposition 22 
and Proposition 26 - which requires existing 
revenues for transportation to be reenacted.  
We applaud our Legislative delegation for 
taking quick action to protect transportation 
funds for San Bernardino County.     
     Currently, SANBAG has $350 million in          
construction work out on the street. By 
next year, that amount should exceed $600 
million. Each project has a ripple effect as it 
employs design engineers, consultants,     
Caltrans staff, construction managers,     
project resident engineers, construction 
contractors and their subs, construction 
workers, material suppliers, public outreach 
staff, food vendors, and all the related      
businesses that combine to make a project 
whole.  
    SANBAG’s work is making a difference in 
bringing overall economic recovery to the 
region. According to local economist John 
Husing, six sectors were responsible for 
77.6% of the increased inflow of economic 
activity into the Inland Empire from 2000-
2010. Most important was logistics at 27.2%. 
These sectors are heavily dependent upon 
the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach. 
Surprisingly, construction ranked second, 
accounting for 22.2% of the influx of       
economic activity. 
    SANBAG is the transportation authority 
for San Bernardino County and works in 
partnership with other transportation    
agencies in the region, the County and 24 
cities in the County to deliver transportation 
improvement projects.   
    SANBAG’s 2011 State Legislative Program 
provides a quick summary of issues         
supported/opposed that might help shape 
national debate.  

 
1. SANBAG’s Targeted State Issues 
  
 10 themes - see inside! 
 
 
2. Our Advocacy = Partnership 
 
 State money today will create jobs and save money; we did it  
 with I-215 and want to continue improving our infrastructure  
 to pave the way for jobs today and tomorrow.   
 
 
3. Regional Commitment to the Legislative Program 
 
 Working together with various coalitions for an authorization  
            bill that includes programs for freight movement and nationally    
            significant projects.  

 
 

4.   Building America’s Future 
 
 Nationally significant projects need State support to be funded  
   by Federal dollars.  
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SANBAG’s mission is to enhance the quality of life for all residents in San Bernardino 
County by improving cooperative regional planning, developing an accessible, efficient, 
multi-modal transportation system, strengthening economic development efforts and 

exerting leadership in creative problem solving.  

SANBAG’s Mission Statement 

Jobs Now and Jobs Tomorrow: 
San Bernardino Leading the Way! 

                                      I-215 Widening Project 



 SANBAG’s 2011 State Legislative Program 
 
Funding 
 
SANBAG will advocate for stable, reliable State funding for transportation projects in San Bernardino County; 
and request that the State honor all of its previous commitments without imposing unfunded mandates, as a 
partner in SANBAG’s success: 
 
 Support any effort that ensures that the State provides stable and reliable highway and transit funding to meet the 

needs of San Bernardino County. 
 Support rewards, incentives, and leveraging for voter-approved local sales tax measures. 
 Oppose proposals to reduce State funding for highways and transit, backtrack on State funding commitments, or   

divert transportation revenue to non-transportation purposes. 
 Support actions that ensure the ability of the State to sell transportation infrastructure bonds. 
 Support budget and California Transportation Commission (CTC) allocations to fully fund projects for 

San Bernardino County included in the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), bond programs and the 
Measure I Expenditure Plan. 

 Support the protection of the statutory 1.5 percent of revenue cap on administrative fees levied by the Board of          
Equalization (BOE) for the collection and administration of county transportation sales tax measures. 

 Support continued regional determination and programming for the use of all current funding sources and to       
provide flexibility for all current and future STIP programs. 

 Oppose legislation or regulatory actions that rely on regional transportation agencies to sponsor ballot measures to 
raise revenue for transportation or planning purposes. 

 Obtain a fair share for San Bernardino County of any State discretionary funding made available through          
transportation grants or programs. 

 Monitor and, where appropriate, support studies of market-based pricing measures to relieve traffic congestion,   
improve air quality and/or fund transportation alternatives. 

 Support analysis and consensus building efforts for potential new transportation funding strategies. 
 Support legislation to provide funding for innovative, intelligent/advanced transportation, goods movement,       

demand management and air quality programs which relieve congestion, improve air quality and enhance economic 
development. 

 
Self-Help Counties 
 
SANBAG will speak with one voice with the 18 other “self-help” counties in California: 
 
 Support the efforts of the Self-Help Counties Coalition. 
 Support legislation that will incentivize counties without a self-assessed tax measure for transportation to become 

“self-help” counties and allow the State to prioritize projects that are funded through local sales tax measures.  
 Support legislation or administrative action that recognizes and rewards the investment of existing “self-

help” counties. 
 
Energy & Alternative Fuels 
 
SANBAG will support incentives to transition to alternative fuels and electric vehicles (EVs) that will clean our 
air and reduce our dependency on foreign oil: 
 
 Support income tax benefits or incentives that encourage use of alternative fuel vehicles, EVs, and alternative 

modes of transportation without reducing existing transportation funding levels. 
 Support legislation to finance cost effective conversion of public transit fleets to alternative fuels.  
 
 

    
 



Project Delivery, Finance & Innovation 
 

SANBAG will advocate that innovative financing opportunities remain available for county  transportation 
commisions to leverage local dollars, accelerate construction and job creation, and provide mobile options for  
the traveling public: 
 
 Support the operations of the California Transportation Finance Authority. 
 Monitor and, where appropriate, support studies of market-based pricing measures to relieve traffic congestion,   

improve air quality and/or fund transportation alternatives.  
 Support legislative and/or administrative efforts to improve flexibility and use GARVEE bonds, funding such as 

“AB 3090 financing," and/or other available financing mechanisms to ensure that SANBAG is able to fully         
leverage State and Federal transportation funds during the State's current fiscal crisis. 

 Support State policies that assure timely allocation of transportation revenue, including allocations of new funds 
available to the STIP process as soon as they are available. 
 

SANBAG will work to ensure that existing innovative project delivery tools are available and effective: 
 

 Support measures that aid in the successful implementation of design-build and public-private partnerships          
authorized under SB 2X 4 (Cogdill).  Oppose legislation or administrative actions that add red-tape, duplicative   
reporting, or legal hurdles to design-build or public-private partnership projects.   

 Oppose any budgetary action to reduce Caltrans staffing levels that would impede delivery of design-build or     
public-private partnerships. 

 Support legislation to further expand the ability of county transportation commissions to utilize design-build and 
public-private partnerships on the State highway system. 

 Support continued delegation to Caltrans of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) oversight. 
 

SANBAG will advocate for reforms to ensure projects are delivered faster with more coordination: 
 

 Support legislation and/or administrative reforms to enhance Caltrans project delivery, such as simultaneous                
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and engineering studies, and a reasonable level of contracting out of             
appropriate activities to the private sector. 

 Work with the State administration to develop a formal State-level coordination effort with various social service        
programs to identify transportation needs and funding opportunities for the provision of social service               
transportation. 
 

SANBAG will advocate for the tools to keep projects moving during State budget crises: 
 

 Support legislation that provides local and regional transportation agencies maximum flexibility to keep projects 
moving forward in spite of State budget shortfalls and delay in passage of State budgets.   

 Advocate for issues relating to housing, water and economic development as directed by the SANBAG Board of         
Directors. 

 Support equitable funding for freeway landscaping.   
 

In addition, SANBAG will: 
 

 Support legislation or the development of administrative policies to permit a program credit for local funds spent to    
accelerate STIP projects through right-of-way purchases, or environmental and engineering consultant efforts. 

 Support current local program funding and flexibility of mobility projects, such as Freeway Service Patrol (FSP), 
ride-sharing and call boxes.   

 Encourage a balanced and practical approach to livability and sustainability programs that meets the needs of             
communities of varying densities in San Bernardino County. 
 

Transit & Commuter Rail 
 

SANBAG will advocate that transit be funded as a vital service that improves mobility and helps meet  
federal and State mandates: 

 
 Support legislation to ensure that funding for transit operations is commensurate with existing and new demands 

placed on public transit by air quality, greenhouse gas emissions and congestion management programs and       
mandates, CalWORKS (welfare to work reform), and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including the use 
of social service funding sources. 

 Support administrative financing/programming policies and procedures to assure an identified source of funding 
and an equitable distribution of the funding for bus and rail services in California. 



SANBAG will advocate for a safe, funded, and growing rail system in Southern California: 
 
 Support State funding for Positive Train Control (PTC). 
 Support efforts to improve safety on the region’s commuter rail system. 
 Support legislation and/or budgetary actions to assure a fair share of intercity rail (provided to Amtrak, Metrolink 

or   other operators) funding for Southern California and San Bernardino County. 
 Support equitable treatment of the Metrolink system by the State, and recognition of Metrolink’s high ridership 

from San Bernardino County. 
 Monitor any legislation or administrative action related to the LOSSAN corridor to ensure SANBAG has a role in 

governance and operations of the corridor, as it relates to rail service on LOSSAN that also extends to                  
San Bernardino County. 

 Ensure that SANBAG is not responsible for the costs of improvements to the LOSSAN corridor.  
 Support the ADA provision that transit operators provide reasonable accommodations to persons with disabilities.  

Reasonable accommodations are best determined by local service providers and should be tailored to the specific 
needs of transit customers in a region.  

 
High Speed Rail 
  
SANBAG will advocate for high speed rail investment in San Bernardino County and connectivity with local 
and regional transit: 
  
 Assure a SANBAG role in the planning for High Speed Rail (HSR) and advocate for the full evaluation of a            

I-215/HSR route designation. 
 Advocate for priority for the L.A.-San Diego via the Inland Empire HSR route. 
 Support policies that recognize the importance of commuter rail and transit connectivity to the success of HSR.  
 
Air Quality 
 
 Continue to support the protection of AB 2766 vehicle license fee funding to the cities and agencies in the South 

Coast Air Quality Management District; support the independence of the Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction  
Review Committee (MSRC). 

 Advocate that any new revenue derived from vehicle license fees in the South Coast Air Basin be allocated under 
the jurisdiction of the MSRC for transportation-related purposes. 

 Oppose legislation or administrative action that would reduce SANBAG’s share of Congestion Mitigation and 
Air Quality (CMAQ) funds, the direct allocation of such funds, or the flexibility to use such funds.   

 Monitor implementation of AB 32 and SB 375, as well as any legislative amendments to either policy.  
 
Goods Movement  
 
 Support legislation that reduces freight-related impacts to San Bernardino County.  
 Monitor any State container fee legislation to ensure:  
 -  San Bernardino County goods movement projects are funded; and  
 -  San Pedro Bay Ports are not placed at a competitive disadvantage that would harm the overall Southern  
    California economy.  
 
Coalitions 
 
 Support the unity of the Southern California Consensus Group, Mobility 21, California Councils of Governments 

(CALCOG) in addition to the Self-Help Counties Coalition. 
 
Contact Information: 
 

Deborah Robinson Barmack      Jennifer Franco  
Executive Director       Director of Legislative Affairs 
dbarmack@sbcounty.ca.gov     jfranco@sanbag.ca.gov 
(909) 884-8276       (909)-884-8276 
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