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THE 2011 FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

Federal Legislative Program 
  SANBAG acknowledges that Fiscal Years 
2011 and 2012 are particularly challenging 
funding years for Congress. From a        
transportation perspective, the Congressional 
intent to reduce the national debt coupled 
with the lack of an overarching transportation 
authorization plan created funding            
uncertainties for projects that have been in 
the planning and development stage for over a 
decade. Nevertheless, SANBAG is doing its 
part to start construction on regionally      
significant projects, which is putting people to 
work and helping to bring economic recovery 
to the area.  
  Currently, SANBAG has $350 million in          
construction work out on the street. By next 
year, that amount should exceed $600 million. 
Each project has a ripple effect as it employs 
design engineers, consultants, Caltrans staff,         
construction managers, project resident    
engineers, construction contractors and their 
subs, construction workers, material         
suppliers, public outreach staff, food vendors, 
and all the related businesses that combine to 
make a project whole.  
    SANBAG’s work is making a difference in 
bringing overall economic recovery to the 
region. According to local economist John 
Husing, six sectors were responsible for 
77.6% of the increased inflow of economic 
activity into the Inland Empire from 2000-
2010. Most important was logistics at 27.2%. 
These sectors are heavily dependent upon the 
ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach.       
Surprisingly, construction ranked second,  
accounting for 22.2% of the influx of         
economic activity. 
       SANBAG is the transportation authority 
for San Bernardino County and works in  
partnership with other transportation     
agencies in the region, the County and 24 
cities in the County to deliver transportation 
improvement projects. 
     SANBAG’s 2011 Federal Legislative     
Program provides a quick summary of issues 
supported/opposed that might help shape 
national debate.  

 
1. SANBAG’s Targeted Congressional Issues 
  
 Eight themes - see inside! 
 
 
2. Our Advocacy = Partnership 
 
 Federal money today will create jobs and save money; we did it  
 with I-215 and want to continue improving our infrastructure  
            to pave the way for jobs today and tomorrow.   
 
 
3. Regional Commitment to the Legislative Program 
 
 Working together with various coalitions for an authorization  
            bill that includes programs for freight movement and nationally    
            significant projects.  
 

 
4.   Building America’s Future 
 
 Devore Interchange, Multi-faceted Transit, Public-Private  
 Partnerships authority for High Desert Corridor.   
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SANBAG’s mission is to enhance the quality of life for all residents in San Bernardino 
County by improving cooperative regional planning, developing an accessible, efficient, 
multi-modal transportation system, strengthening economic development efforts and 

exerting leadership in creative problem solving.  

SANBAG’s Mission Statement 

 Jobs Now and Jobs Tomorrow: 
San Bernardino Leading the Way! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               — See detailed Legislative Program on following pages — 

I-15/I-215 Devore Interchange  



SANBAG’s 2011 Federal Legislative Program 
 
Funding 
 
SANBAG will seek equitable funding levels for: 
 
 Return of federal transportation dollars for California and San Bernardino County. 
 
SANBAG will support funding for priorities including, but not limited to: 
 
 Increasing federal investment in highways, transit, intercity and high-speed rail (HSR); 
 Goods movement projects with public benefits; 
 Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) and new technologies that maximize existing infrastructure; 
 Airport ground access and other airport development needs in San Bernardino County; 
 
SANBAG will advocate for the protection of current transportation revenues and the development of new 
ideas for increased national investment in infrastructure: 
 
 Support analysis and consensus building efforts for potential new funding strategies for transportation.   
 Support rewards, incentives, and leveraging for voter-approved local sales tax measures. 
 Oppose efforts to eliminate or erode contract authority for the Highway Trust Fund and support efforts to 

maintain a principle that transportation-based revenue should be reserved only for transportation purposes. 
 
Project Delivery & Innovation 
 
SANBAG will advocate for reforms that will move projects faster, promote flexibility and innovation in  
financing, while respecting local control: 
 
 Encourage the use of design-build and other procurement methodologies that will save time and money      

compared to traditional design-bid-build; 
 Support legislation and/or administrative reforms that result in cost and time savings to get transportation     

projects to construction. 
 Continue to streamline federal reporting/monitoring requirements to ensure efficiency and usefulness of data 

collected and eliminate unnecessary and/or duplicative requirements. 
 Preserve the opportunity for regional transportation entities such as SANBAG to reduce congestion and      

maximize transportation investments through implementing pricing measures on federal-aid highways. 
 Provide deference to local elected officials and entities responsible for providing a majority of funding 

for projects.  Recognize and reward the investment by “self-help” entities by allowing them to expedite        
projects. 

 Allow local knowledge and control to govern pricing programs while providing general parameters to protect 
federal interests such as interstate commerce and public interests such as non-competition clauses. 

 Seek federal authorization allowing states, where appropriate to pursue options to privatize various aspects of 
transportation to increase the efficiencies and effectiveness of their available resources through private sector 
participation.   

 
Commuter Rail 
 
SANBAG will advocate for policies that keep our rails safe and increase federal investment in commuter 
rail services: 
 
 Support legislation to exempt commuter rail services operating within existing railroad right-of-way from   

federal new start and alternative analysis requirements in order to utilize federal funding. 
 Support federal funding of Positive Train Control (PTC) and rail safety programs. 
 Advocate that federal safety mandates and oversight responsibilities come with commensurate federal funding.  
 Support the simplification of New Starts alternative analysis requirements for those transit projects in an       

existing, agency owned rail right-of-way. 
 Advocate that public entities such as SANBAG be included in on-going federal policy discussions to raise the 

liability cap for commuter rail accidents. 



Air Quality 
 
SANBAG will vigorously protect funding sources for congestion relief and air pollution related to  
the transportation sector, while asking the federal government to do its part: 
 
 Support efforts to pursue funds to facilitate timely conversion of public sector fleets to alternative fuels to meet 

local, State and federal fleet conversion mandates. 
 Support tax benefits and/or incentives for transportation demand management programs and alternative fuel 

programs to promote the use of alternate modes of transportation. 
 Ensure that federal goods movement legislation considers and underscores federal responsibilities for both   

facilitation of interstate commerce, and regulation of interstate commerce in ways consistent with attainment 
of federal air quality standards and the intent of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

 At minimum, protect and preserve the amount and proportion of funding received by SANBAG through the 
South Coast and Mojave Desert air basins Congestion Management and Air Quality (CMAQ) program.   

 Where politically viable, support efforts to increase the amount and proportion of CMAQ funds received by 
SANBAG and the South Coast and Mojave Desert Air Basins.   

 Assure that CMAQ funding continues to be allocated directly to transportation commission’s such as 
SANBAG and that the use of this funding program remain flexible and at the discretion of SANBAG. 

 Encourage a balanced and practical approach to livability and sustainability programs that meets the needs of 
communities of varying densities in San Bernardino County. 

 
Goods Movement 
 
SANBAG will strongly advocate for federal investment in goods movement infrastructure, and policies that  
properly recognize Southern California and San Bernardino County’s role as the nation’s freight gateway: 

 
 Support specialized funding for goods movement projects of national significance that are beyond the funding 

ability or responsibility of local and State transportation programs and budgets. 
 Advocate that any federal goods movement program is funded at a level that is commensurate with national 

needs, recognizing the economic significance of a national freight system. 
 Ensure that revenues generated by any fee that is levied on freight should be specifically designated to fund 

projects that mitigate congestion, air quality, and community impacts directly associated with the movement of 
cargo from the ports, and a clear causal relationship should exist between the freight system on which fees are 
levied and the impacts to be mitigated.  

 Ensure that revenue collected on freight be administered with the input of local and regional elected officials 
and entities impacted by freight movement.  San Bernardino County should be included in any governance 
structure dealing with revenue from freight related to the San Pedro Bay Ports.  Fees levied on freight should 
sunset once specified national and regional objectives are achieved. 

 Support a national/regional freight movement plan with clearly defined ports, corridors, and inland              
improvement needs to provide for timely, reliable freight transport, timely implementation of freight-related 
strategies needed for attainment of federal health-based air quality standards, and mitigation or avoidance of 
freight-related impacts to communities. 

 Revenue generated by a freight fee or other freight-related source must be firewalled from other federal funds 
in such a manner that prohibits diversions by the State or Federal governments or any other entity for any    
purpose other than goods movement and mitigating its impacts. 

 Ensure that federal goods movement legislation imposes no unfunded mandates for administration or oversight 
regarding new revenue mechanisms. 

 Support policies that create economic incentives for long-haul freight to be shifted to rail as much as possible. 
 Support legislative or administrative policies that promote a distributed approach to airport development and 

usage of Southern California Logistics, San Bernardino International, and Ontario International airports. 
 
High Speed Rail 

 
 Encourage the federal government to establish a stable, reliable source of high-speed rail funding, to bring 

greater predictability and a longer-term vision to the high-speed rail projects across the country. 
 Support policies that recognize the importance of commuter rail and transit connectivity to the success of  

High Speed Rail.  
 

 
 



Energy 
 

 Support legislation and administrative actions that enable the implementation of the Property Assessed     
Clean Energy (PACE) program and other incentives to develop renewable energy industries in   
San Bernardino  County. 

 Advocate that any federal revenue generated from taxes or fees on energy products used for transportation  
purposes be dedicated in large part, or in whole, to transportation uses. 
 

Coalitions  
 

SANBAG will continue to join forces with allies in the region and across the nation in support of common 
objectives in Washington: 

 
 Support the unity of the Southern California Consensus Group.   
 Continue to work with Coalition for America's Gateways and Trade Corridors (CAGTC) and Mobility 21 on a 

national freight system.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Information: 
 
Deborah Robinson Barmack      Jennifer Franco  
Executive Director       Director of Legislative Affairs 
dbarmack@sbcounty.ca.gov     jfranco@sanbag.ca.gov 
(909) 884-8276      (909)-884-8276 
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