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Federal Landscape 

» Major leadership shake up in the House—Speaker Boehner (R-OH) steps down 
October 30th:

• Leadership elections to be held October 8.
• Contenders for Speaker: Rep. Kevin McCarthy (R-CA), Rep. Jason Chaffetz

(R-UT), and Rep. Dan Webster (R-FL).
• Contenders for Majority Leader: Rep. Steve Scalise (R-LA) and Rep. Tom 

Price (R-GA).
• Contenders for Majority Whip: current Chief Deputy Whip Rep. Patrick 

McHenry (R-NC), Rules Committee Chairman Rep. Pete Sessions (R-Texas), 
Rep. Dennis Ross (R-FL), and Rep. Markwayne Mullin (R-OK).
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Federal Landscape (cont.)

» 2016 elections beginning to have an impact on legislative activity - partisanship 
will increase into next year.

» Since the start of the 114th Congress in January, 5,681 bills have been 
introduced and 51 have been signed into law.

» As of October 1, only 32 legislative days left for the House and 45 days left for 
the Senate.
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Congressional To Do List 

» A number of critical items left before Congress leaves for recess in December:

• Export-Import (Ex-Im) Bank Reauthorization

• Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 Appropriations

- Congress passed a short-term continuing resolution (CR) last week to 
keep the government operating until December 11, 2015.

• Debt Ceiling (needs to be raised by November 5)

• Tax Extenders/Tax Reform 

• Highway Trust Fund
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Surface Transportation Reauthorization

» Highway Trust Fund expires on October 29, 2015.

» House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee still needs to pass a bill.

» In July, the Senate passed the Developing a Reliable and Innovative Vision for the 
Economy (DRIVE) Act (H.R. 22): 
• 6-year authorization of transit and highways and 4-year authorization of rail 

programs. 
• Funding is provided for only 3 years—FY 2018.
• Reauthorizes highway program at funding levels equal to current funding plus 

inflation—$273 billion. 
• Funding for transit over current funding levels grows by 25% over six years—$59 

billion. 
• The bill was paid for by reducing Federal Reserve dividend payments to large banks, 

selling 101 million barrels of oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, transferring 
funds from the Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) fund, among other 
sources—total of $47 billion.
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Programs of Interest to SANBAG

Highways

» Freight: 

• Provides a total of $11.7 billion.

• Creates new program assisting states to direct resources to improve 
goods movement of freight highways. 

• $1.2 billion grant program for high cost freight projects. Grants range 
from $10-100 million.

• Expands flexibility for rural and urban areas to designate key freight 
corridors that match regional goods movement on roads beyond the 
Primary Highway Freight System.
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Programs of Interest to SANBAG (cont.)

» Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA) program:
• Provides credit assistance/loans for transportation projects of national 

or regional significance. 
• Authorizes $300 million a year/total of $1.8 billion. 
• Requires DOT to establish a program to assist entitles in accelerating 

TIFIA-eligible projects.
• Expands eligibility to include infrastructure projects that support transit-

oriented development.

» Accelerated Project Delivery: 
• Directs DOT to issue new regulations encouraging the use of expedited 

environmental reviews and practices for small, low-impact projects.
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Programs of Interest to SANBAG (cont.)

Transit
» New Starts/Small Starts:

• Authorizes $14.641 billion for Capital Investment Grants. 
• FY 2016 funding increased by 6.9% from current funding.

» Pilot Program for Expedited Project Delivery:
• Establishes a pilot program for 10 grants that would allow projects with 

local financing and limited federal funding to be considered under 
expedited review.
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Programs of Interest to SANBAG (cont.)

Rail
» Positive Train Control (PTC):

• Authorizes $199 million in grants for PTC in FY 2016.
• Allows the Secretary to extend the PTC deadline of December 31, 

2015 to December 31, 2018 and extend the implementation deadline 
for small railroads (Class II and III) by additional three years.

• Requires the railroads to submit implementation plans and get approval 
from the Secretary on their proposed milestones. 

• House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee recently introduced 
legislation to extend PTC by three years and allows DOT to provide 
give two additional extensions of up to one year.
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Programs of Interest to SANBAG (cont.) 

» Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) 
Grants:

• Congress provided $500 million for 2015.  
• DOT announcements are expected to be made mid-October.  DOT 

has received 625 applications, totaling more than $9.8 billion. 
• 60% of applications were for road projects; 18% for transit projects, 

8% for rail projects, and 6% for port and bicycle-pedestrian 
applications.  

• The FY 2016 Senate appropriations bill provides $500 million for 
TIGER, and the House bill provides $100 million.
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Additional Opportunities

» Congressional leadership visits to region. 

» Committee hearings in Washington, D.C.

» DOT Secretary visit to region. 

» Working with national stakeholders - Building America’s Future and U.S. 

Chamber.

» Looking down the road:

• Water Resources Development Act (WRDA)

• Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Reauthorization 

• Waters of the U.S. Rule

• Ozone Regulations 
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Thank You

12


