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DISCUSSION ITEM

Council of Governments

29.  Proposed Reorganization of the San Bernardino County Superior Courts

Adopt Resolution No. 14-021 regarding the proposed San Bernardino County Superior Court
reorganization.

Resolution No. 14-021 was inadvertently omitted at the time the Agenda was printed.
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-021

A RESOLUTION OF THE SAN BERNARDINO ASSOCIATED GOVERNMENTS TO SUPPORT
EFFORTS TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE, EQUITABLE, AND ON-GOING FUNDING FOR THE
SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT TO MAINTAIN FULL SERVICE
COURTHOUSES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY

WHEREAS, an essential component of justice is the public’s accessibility to courtrooms; and

WHEREAS, San Bernardino County Superior Court is substantially underfunded and understaffed with
the largest deficit of judicial positions; and

WHEREAS, recent court reductions are exacerbated in San Bernardino County due to historic funding
inequities and higher than average population and caseload growth; and

WHEREAS, San Bernardino County has already been forced to close several courts and reorganize
services in order to capture additional efficiencies; and

WHEREAS, these closures and reorganizations have the effect of limiting citizens’ access to justice; and

WHEREAS, as the Council of Governments for a region that spans over 20,000 square miles of
mountain, desert, and valley terrain through urban and rural areas, the San Bernardino Associated
Governments believes that having local courthouses is of the utmost importance; and

WHEREAS, the San Bernardino Associated Governments is concerned about the effects of recent and
planned future court closures on the citizens of San Bernardino County and adopted a position on
April 11,2013 to oppose planned closures of courts in San Bemnardino County; and

WHEREAS, the San Bernardino Associated Governments continues to engage the State Legislature and
advocate for additional funding for San Bernardino County Superior Courts.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, THE SAN BERNARDINO ASSOCIATED
GOVERNMENTS:

Urges the Governor, State Legislature, and State Judicial Council to resolve the inequities in court
funding and provide additional funding for San Bernardino County Superior Courts in order to maintain
full service courthouses throughout the County and provide equal access to the judicial system for all
residents.
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